AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

maintaining load capacity information relating to access points in a network, the 
access points are assigned beacon intervals to facilitate balancing of loads 
associated with the access points; 

determining a n ee d to chang e a whether to adjust a first load ef associated with a 
first access point in a n e twork having a plurality of acc e ss points of the 
access points , including the first access point corresponding to a first 
beacon interval of the beacon intervals ; and 

modifying the first beacon interval to adjust the first load associated with the first 
access point until a first threshold condition is met . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein said d e t e rmining a n ee d to 
chang e th e load of th e first acc e ss point compris e s d e t e rmining a n ee d to r e duce 
the adjusting of the first load of th e first acc e ss point, comprises one or more of 
decreasing the first load and wh e r e in said modifying th e first b e acon int e rval 
compris e s increasing the first b e acon interval load . 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, further comprising whether to 
adjust a second load associated with wh e r e in th e network additionally includ e s a 
second access point corresponding to a second beacon interval, and th e m e thod 
additionally compris e s d e cr e asing modifying the second beacon interval to adjust 
the second load associated with the second access point until a second threshold 
condition is met. 



Attorney Docket No. 42390P 13809 
Application No. 10/086,915 



2 



4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, additionally further comprising 
further setting the first load to incr e asing th e first b e acon interval automatically 
increase or decrease at a_future tim e s time until a thr e shold condition is m e t 
according to a predetermined time period . 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim-4J_, wherein the first threshold 
condition comprises an- reaching an operating capacity. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim-4_i, wherein the first threshold 
condition comprises providing service to a target number of clients. 

Claims 7-29 (Cancelled) 

30. (Currently Amended) A machin e r e adabl e computer-readable medium having 
stor e d th e r e on data repr e s e nting s e qu e nc e s of comprising instructionsr-the 
s e qu e nc e s of instructions which, when executed by a proc e ssor , cause the 
proc e ssor a machine to p e rform th e following : 

maintain load capacity information relating to access points in a network, the 

access points are assigned beacon intervals to facilitate balancing of loads 
associated with the access points; 

determine whether to adjust a first a n ee d to r e duc e a s e rvic e load ef -associated 

with a first access point of the access points in a n e twork having at l e ast the 
first acc e ss point corr e sponding to a first b e acon int e rval , the first access 
point corresponding to a first beacon interval of the beacon intervals; and 
at l e ast a s e cond acc e ss point corr e sponding to a s e cond b e acon int e rval, 
th e first and s e cond acc e ss points e ach to servic e a plurality of mobile 
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communication d e vic e s; 

incr e as e th e first b e acon interval; and 

d e cr e ase th e s e cond b e acon int e rval 

modify the first beacon interval to adjust the first load associated with the first 
access point until a first threshold condition is met, 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) The computer-readable machin e r e adabl e medium of claim 
30, additionally comprising furth e r wherein the instructions when executed to 
adjust the first load further cause the machine to perform one or more of 
decreasing the first load and increasing the firs t load b e acon int e rval at futur e 
tim e s until a thr e shold condition is m e t . 

32. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable machin e r e adabl e medium of claim 
30, additionally further comprising setting the first load to automatically increase 
or decrease at a future time according to a ftef-a predetermined time p eriod-ef 
tim e , d e t e rmining to incr e as e th e s e rvic e load of first beacon int e rval by 
d e cr e asing th e first b e acon int e rval . 

33-35 (Cancelled) 
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